
Inspection of The Carshalton Day 
Nursery and Pre-School
Grove Hall, Grove Park, Carshalton, Surrey SM5 3AL

Inspection date: 18 October 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are excited as they arrive and quickly settle in this welcoming nursery. 
They confidently leave their parents and carers and are eager to start the day. Staff 
prioritise building strong relationships with children and their families. Staff 
demonstrate a secure understanding of the children's needs. For example, they 
gather vital information from parents when children start attending to help them 
support the children to settle. Staff spend time getting to know the children, which 
helps them to feel safe and develop a sense of belonging. 

Staff develop a curriculum that is based on the interest and needs of the children. 
For instance, they focus on children's speech and language, personal, social and 
emotional skills, and their physical development. Staff use age-appropriate 
language to describe and comment on children's actions to explain what is 
happening. Children develop a love of singing and books. Babies easily help 
themselves to books, which they hand to staff, and snuggle up as staff read to 
them and talk about the pictures. Older children sit in the garden with staff, sharing 
books. Children around the nursery can be heard singing with staff. Children know 
the routine as older children know to sit for circle time. Staff have high 
expectations for children's behaviour. They follow simple instructions well and know 
the golden rules, which staff remind them about.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The provider has carefully considered the needs of the community and 
developed the nursery to support this need. For example, they now provide 
places for babies, which parents greatly need. The new nursery team is 
committed to their work. It is supported well by the provider to improve its 
knowledge. For instance, she provides training opportunities to further develop 
staff's skills and expertise. Hence, staff understand their roles and 
responsibilities.

n Children are supported to learn about healthy eating and choices. For example, 
staff teach the children about what makes them healthy as they talk about 
'healthy me'. Staff implement a rolling snack bar, where children are encouraged 
to try a range of fresh fruits and vegetables. Children know to wash their hands 
before they sit to eat. Staff provide parents with helpful information, such as 
recipes children enjoy that they can try at home. Parents are also supported 
regarding children's oral hygiene and visiting the dentist. In the main, this 
approach supports children to learn about healthy lifestyles. 

n Overall, staff plan an ambitious curriculum for children. They provide children 
with varied activities that are based on children's interests and next steps in 
learning. However, some adult-led activities are not carefully thought through to 
ensure that what staff intend children to learn is implemented and enhances 
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children's learning effectively. 
n Staff provide a range of exciting activities to support children's physical 

development, both inside and outside. For example, staff encourage babies to 
develop their small hand muscles as they roll and squeeze dough. While older 
children skilfully use mark-making tools and balance-bikes to develop their core 
strength. Staff gently remind children how to keep themselves and others safe, 
for instance how to move around safely. 

n Staff ensure that the environment is clean and organised, including sleeping 
arrangement. However, staff do not always follow the procedure that is in place 
to ensure that the facilities for nappy changing in the younger age group is kept 
consistently clean. This does not continuously enhance children's good health 
and well-being. 

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are supported well. 
Staff work in partnership with other professionals. They monitor children closely 
to help them progress from their starting point. However, this can be further 
improved by focusing more on children who are learning English as an additional 
language.

n The provider works hard to make improvements and ensures the nursery grows. 
Staff's well-being is supported well. For instance, their workload is regularly 
evaluated. Staff report they feel valued and supported in their role. 

n Children's behaviour is good. Staff provide lots of praise and encouragement to 
children when they share and take turns. 

n Parents praise staff for their warmth and working in partnership with them. They 
say that they are provided with good support for their children to get them 
prepared for their next stage of education.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n provide further support for staff to carefully plan and implement focus activities 
more thoroughly to build on children's learning 

n continue to build on monitoring staff's practice to ensure that a routine task, 
such as nappy changing in the baby group, is consistently implemented to 
enhance children's good health and well-being  

n focus more on the needs of children who are learning English as an additional 
language and identify ways to support their learning further.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2690370

Local authority Sutton

Inspection number 10360161

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 3

Total number of places 42

Number of children on roll 76

Name of registered person Little Garden Day Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP519313

Telephone number 0208 398 9924

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The Carshalton Day Nursery and pre-school registered in 2022. They are located in 
Carshalton in the London borough of Sutton. The nursery operates all year round, 
from 8am to 6pm, Monday to Friday. The nursery employs 11 members of childcare 
staff. Of whom, six hold appropriate childcare qualifications from level 2 to 4. The 
nursery provides funded early education for children aged from nine months up to 
four years. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Marvet Gayle

Inspection activities

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas 
of the nursery and discussed the early years foundation stage curriculum.

n The inspector talked to staff, parents and children at appropriate times during 
the inspection and took account of their views.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation of an activity with the manager. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation staff's suitability. 
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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