
Inspection of Oak Tree Day Nursery 
and Pre-School
13 Nine Mile Ride, Finchampstead, Wokingham RG40 4QD

Inspection date: 6 August 2024

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children thrive at this well-developed, exciting nursery. They feel safe and secure. 
Children arrive happily and confidently leave their parents to immediately join in 
purposeful play. Practitioners provide an inspirational environment that focuses on 
the children. They seize every opportunity, indoors and outdoors, to enhance 
children's learning. 

Practitioners provide a broad curriculum based on meticulous assessment, with 
children at the heart of their planning. Each experience is tailored to the children's 
learning. As a result, children show deep involvement in their play. For example, 
practitioners provide exciting additions such as sliced lemons and limes to the 
water tray. Children use these to make potions and 'pistachio ice cream'. They 
expertly pour the water and measure their liquids, working together to make their 
concoctions. Practitioners create a stimulating environment that ensures that 
children's learning occurs within every activity. For example, during small-group 
times, children learn to count in English and Spanish. Even the youngest children 
join in excitedly, proud of their new vocabulary.

Practitioners ensure that children have access to a variety of fiction and non-fiction 
books inside and outside. They read enthusiastically to the children, who enjoy 
listening to stories. Practitioners recognise children's love of books and have a book 
lending library to further encourage reading at home. They enthusiastically support 
children's unique care and learning needs. Practitioners provide many opportunities 
for children to take risks and develop their physical skills outdoors. For example, 
children show high levels of engagement when climbing up into the tree house and 
splashing excitedly in the puddles.

Practitioners have high expectations for children's behaviour, and attitudes to 
learning are exceptional. Children show high levels of respect for each other and 
the resources they play with. All children, including those with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities (SEND) and children who speak English as an additional 
language, make excellent progress from their starting points.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leadership is outstanding, and the team has a great vision for the nursery. The 
leadership team and practitioners commit to ensuring that children receive 
exceptional care and support. Staff receive regular supervision and informal 
'chocolate chats' to discuss their well-being and ensure they feel valued and 
supported. Professional development is another key to the success of the 
nursery. All practitioners, from the leadership team down, undertake training to 
develop their skills, qualifications and knowledge. Unqualified practitioners have 
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the opportunity and support to work towards a qualification through partnership 
with a local training provider. 

n There are exceptional arrangements to support children with SEND. Practitioners 
attend training to ensure their knowledge is current and share new information 
with the wider team. This helps to ensure that all practitioners are as 
knowledgeable as possible to meet the needs of the children. Practitioners 
identify children with SEND swiftly. Additional help is sought to enable children to 
make the best progress. They use the skills and knowledge they have gained 
through training to help parents to support their children at home. Partnership 
working with other agencies and bodies is exceptional. The leadership team has 
developed strong links with professionals, and it works closely with them to 
address any concerns early. 

n The leadership team and practitioners devised their own 'three pillars' curriculum 
to give the children essential life skills. They sequence the curriculum, building 
on the children's previous experiences. As a result, children make excellent 
progress in their development. Babies and toddlers demonstrate positive 
attitudes to learning. Practitioners encourage even the youngest children to have 
their own voice. They support the children as they manage situations 
themselves, such as asking if they can have a turn with a particular toy or 
resource.

n The dedicated practitioners develop children's uniqueness and characters. They 
know the children incredibly well and respond appropriately to their needs. A 
well-established key-person system helps to ensure children's safety and well-
being. Hygiene practices are exceptional. Staff remind children to wash their 
hands at key times and educate the children about germs. They encourage 
children to wash their hands thoroughly and not to forget their 'cheeky thumbs'.

n The leadership team works hard to ensure that transitions for children are 
seamless. This begins in the baby room and continues through the age groups 
and on to school. This helps to ensure children's ongoing well-being and sense 
of security. 

n Practitioners encourage children to learn about the environment and 
conservation issues. A committee consisting of practitioners and children meets 
regularly to set actions for the nursery. This includes ensuring that lights are 
turned off and the correct bins are used for recycling. In addition to this, as part 
of an initiative with the local authority, the nursery has adopted a lane next to 
the nursery. Children and practitioners take responsibility for collecting the litter 
and disposing of it using the resources provided.

n Partnership with parents is excellent. Practitioners involve parents in their 
children's learning and encourage them to share their experiences from home. 
Parents say the practitioners are amazing and the help they receive is incredible. 
The leadership team is committed to helping local charities and encourages 
parents and children to be part of this. Parents vote for which charity they wish 
to support. This helps children to learn about issues in their community. 

n Practitioners support children's creative development exceptionally well. For 
example, children showed an interest in making hats and the practitioners 
followed this and encouraged children to decorate their own hats. This led on to 
a topic on designers, and practitioners encouraged the children to learn about 
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fashion designers such as Coco Chanel. Practitioners also engaged the services 
of a mini nature artist, who creates art from natural materials. Children now 
regularly create their own models using clay, shells, leaves, twigs and other 
natural objects. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2696263

Local authority Wokingham

Inspection number 10356211

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 5

Total number of places 71

Number of children on roll 120

Name of registered person Little Garden Day Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP519313

Telephone number 01189733231

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Oak Tree Day Nursery and Pre-School registered in 2022. It is located on the 
outskirts of a residential area in Finchampstead, Wokingham. The nursery is in 
receipt of funding for the provision of free early education for children aged two, 
three and four years old. It operates from 7.30am to 6.30pm, Monday to Friday, all 
year round. There are 20 members of staff employed to work with the children. Of 
these, 15 hold childcare qualifications from level 3 to level 7. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lindsay Osman
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The deputy manager, manager and inspector completed a learning walk together 
of all areas of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector talked to practitioners at appropriate times during the inspection 
and took account of their views.

n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 
they support children with SEND.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a communication and language 
activity with the manager.

n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of practitioners working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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